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DGA plays critical favorites 



Nominees 
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Noms to Stone, 
Streisand, Scott, 
Levinson, Demme 

By Jeffrey Daniels 
and Anita M. Busch 

« The Directors Guild of America 
honored three directors with first- 
time nominations Tuesday, includ- 
ing actress-director Barbra Strei- 
sand, who became the third 
woman to be nominated for the 
coveted directorial achievement 
award. 

The five DGA nominees are 
Jonathan Demme for Orion’s “The 
Silence of the Lambs,” Barry Le- 
vinson for TriStar’s “Bugsy,” Rid- 
ley Scott for MGM-Pathe’s “Thel- 
ma & Louise,” Oliver Stone for 
Warner Bros.’ “JFK” and Barbra 
Streisand for Columbia’s “The 
Prince of Tides.” 

All but director Scott were con- 
See DGA on page 41 
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sidered critical favorites for 
nominations. 

Because it is bestowed by pro- 
fessional colleagues, the award 
from the DGA is considered the 
highest honor a director can re- 
ceive. The nominations were an- 
nounced Tuesday by DGA presi- 
dent Arthur Hiller, who noted that 
since 1949 only three DGA win- 
ners have not gone on to win the 
best director Academy Award. 

The DGA will hand out its award 
March 14 at the DGA’s 44th annu- 
al awards ceremony after a winner 
is chosen by a vote of the guild’s 
membership. 

In a surprise announcement, 
Scott's nom for “Thelma & Loui- 
se” is understood to have elbowed 
out Terry Gilliam, for TriStar’s 
“The Fisher King.” 

Scott said he was honored by 
the DGA’s recognition of his work, 
particularly considering the field of 
players. When asked if he was sur- 
prised, Scott said, “not absolutely, 
because I think this particular film 
is what people want to see.” 

Scott, Demme and Streisand are 
first-time nominees by the DGA. 
Streisand, who was not recognized 
by the DGA in the past for her 
work on “Yentl,” has now rewrit- 
ten the guild’s history books as the 
third woman ever to be nominated. 

Regarding Streisand’s nomina- 
tion, Columbia chairman Mark 
Canton said, “We have said all 
along that the director’s vision on 
the film has been the central ingre- 
dient to the quality of this movie, 
and I've long maintained that it’s 
impossible to have anyone get the 
kind of acclaim as an actor that 
Nick Nolte has been generating 
without attributing a healthy part 
of it to the direction.” 

Nolte received the best actor 
Golden Globe by the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Assn, earlier this 
month as well as the top acting 
honor from the L.A. Film Critics 
Assn. 

Streisand is the only artist ever 
to have been honored with the 
Oscar, Tony, Emmy, Grammy and 
Golden Globe awards. 

This marks the third time that 
both Levinson and Stone have 
been nominated for DGA honors. 

Levinson was nominated last 
year for “Avalon” and won the 
award for the 1988 Dustin Hoffman 
and Tom Cruise starrer “Rain 
Man,” which went on to win the 
best picture Oscar. 

Levinson’s gangster epic “Bug- 
sy,” which stars Warren Beatty 
and Annette Bening, was named 
best drama at the Globes and also 


received the Los Angeles Film 
Critics Assn.’s best picture and 
best director honors. Beatty re- 
ceived the best actor award from 
the National Board of Review. 

“Barry’s done a sensational 
movie. It’s the kind of film that 
Hollywood is known for all over 
the world,” said TriStar Pictures 
chairman Mike Medavoy. “I'm dis- 
appointed Terry (Gilliam) didn’t 
get nominated and I’m hoping that 
the picture will.” 

“The Fisher King,” which stars 
Robin Williams and Jeff Bridges, 
was the runner-up for best picture 
by the Los Angeles Film Critics 
Assn, and won Williams a Golden 
Globe for best actor. 

Stone previously won the guild’s 
highest honor for “Bom on the 
Fourth of July” and “Platoon,” 
which was also went on to win the 
best picture Oscar in 1986. 
“Fourth of July” also won Stone 
the 1989 best director Oscar. 

“For the studio and for Oliver . . . 
what better tribute could you have 
than to be recognized by your 
peers,” said Rob Friedman, presi- 
dent of worldwide advertising and 
publicity for Warner Bros. “We’re 
thrilled that they have chosen to 
recognize his work, and it adds an- 
other rung to the ladder when seek- 
ing support from the Academy.” 

Demme has already won the 
New York Film Critics Circle Award 
for best director as well as the Na- 
tional Board of Review’s highest di- 
recting honor. The two organiza- 
tions also honored “Silence of the 
Lambs” as best picture. 

“Silence” stars Jodie Foster and 
Anthony Hopkins have also gar- 
nered top acting honors from the 
New York critics group. Golden 
Globes also singled out Foster as 
best actress in a drama, while Hop- 
kins walked away with best sup- 
porting honors from the NBR. 

“It’s rewarding that a film re- 
leased a year ago would get this 
kind of distinction,” said Chris 
LaMonte, executive vp marketing 
for Orion Pictures. “It’s a test of 
the Orion legacy that we make 
films that are artistic as well as 
commercially viable.” 

“Silence,” which was released 
early last year, brought in $130.7 
million in boxoffice domestic gross 
receipts. “Bugsy” has grabbed 
nearly $36.8 million since being 
released Dec. 13, while “JFK” has 
tallied $50.5 million since its Dec. 
20 release. “Tides” has washed in 
$52 million since its Dec. 25 re- 
lease and the summer hit “Thelma 
& Louise” grossed about $44.7 
million. 

The DGA’s television award 
nominations are expected to be 
announced early next week. □ 
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